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Background: General Discussion on Public Health in Germany 

 Main questions: 
  

1. How to strengthen public health 
outcomes in Germany?  

  
 and 
 
2. How to strengthen and coordinate 

public health capacities ?   
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Background: New demands for Public Health in Germany 
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Public Health in Germany is influenced 
 by national and international developments 

 
 Diseases and health challenges do not stop at national borders 
 Health transitions are a major global public health challenge 
 International cooperation is essential for effective national public 

health protection 

Where are we now?  
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 The international dimension of national public health: 
Goals of RKI 

 
 International involvement to shape a global Public Health 

 Strong partnerships with international institutes 
 Strengthen supranational Public Health structures 
 Promote an international approach to One Health 

 

 Focused and sustainability cooperation with selected countries 
 Development of criteria for selecting countries as focal points to create 

synergies in international activities 
 

 
 

Where do we want to go? 
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Where do we want to go? 

 The international dimension of national public health: 
Goals of RKI 

 

 Focused cooperation on important public health issues 
 Meet challenges of international dimension, like obesity  
 Improve surveillance  
 Identify interventions 
 Promote evidence-based public health 
 

 Efficient generation and use of resources 
 Creating synergies through exchange 
 Cooperation with relevant stakeholders 
 Build up of health crisis reaction capacity 
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Public health challenges: Life expectancy at birth in Germany − 
regional differences 

Regions Districts Federal states 

Data source: INKAR database 2013 
Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning  
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Public health challenges: Life expectancy at birth, unemployment rate 
in Germany 

Unemployment rate (%) Life expectancy at birth (years) 

Data source: INKAR database 2012 
Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning  
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Public health challenges: Life expectancy at birth, by NUTS 2 regions 
(2012) 
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 Include high age groups into the 
health monitoring system (e. g. those 
living in long-term care institutions) 
 

 Refine methods to improve health 
monitoring in older people  
 

 Analyse changes in health needs 
across the life course 

Public health challenge: Healthy Ageing  
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 Establish 'Healthy Ageing' as a cross-
cutting Public Health issue 
 

 Build a sustainable database for 
monitoring 'Healthy Ageing' and 
evaluate health policy effects at the 
population level  
 

 Strengthen Public Health research 
exchange on 'Healthy Ageing' with 
Public Health institutes in Europe and 
abroad 
 
 

Healthy Ageing: Where do we want to go?  

http://www.mailman.columbia.edu/sites/ 
default/files/hmainfeature/lifespan.gif?1320679788 

 



Public health is the 
science and art of 
preventing 
disease, prolonging life 
and promoting health 
through organized 
efforts of society 
        WHO, Archeson 
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Dimensions of Public Health    



Public Health Operations 

Vision: sustainable health 

Core EPHO Enabling 
Operations 

Governance 
6 
 

PH Workforce 
7 
 

Funding 
8 
 

Communikation 
9 
 

Public Health Research  
10 

service delivery 

Health 
Protection 

3 

Health 
promotion 

4 

Disease 
Prevention 

5 

Surveillance 
1 
 
 

Response to 
Health Hazards 

and Emergencies 
2 

original by WHO, adopted by RKI  
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Surveillance (EPHO 1) 

original by WHO 
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Examples 
 Migration   
 Globalisation 
 Ageing Society 
 Digitization/Big Data 
 One Health 
 Antimicrobial Resistence 
 Climate Change 
 Social inequality in health 
 Re-emerging infections 
 ……… 

 

(New) challenges to Public Health – need for international co-operation 
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(New) challenges to Public Health – enhancing Public Health by a 
sustainable EU-infrastructure 

Data 

Structure, 
Functions 

Content 

Larger Study 
Populations 

Stable 
Cooperation 

Sustainable 
Expertise 

Comparable 
Data 

20.4.2017 

Healthy 
Ageing 

Standards& 
Recommend
ations 



Thank you 
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